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Reviews: New York

wood beams occupy the Toreground of a
dark space. They jut o from the right,
situated an v shight angle 1w each other;
the viewer might magine them w be
ool struts, but they are clearly none o
sturdy. Almost immedintely they begin to
sprout long spores like mushrooms,
Then bugs start 1o foter across the
scene, naking itappear as if maure’s
noctumal seeret life were being captured
with time-lapse photography. Again,
theugh, ene has doubis: the wood scems
slick, the light is oddly flered, and the
spores sway as il the whole scene were
underwater. In fact, Croweh is an entirely
animated and deliberately ambiguous
mvention, sowork whose fiction is con-
frmed an the emd when the beams break
apart and My of 7 into the dark distince,
like debris in space,

Cottingham has long been imerested in
crgating plavsible creations from in-
vented scenes, T the past be has used
small models 1o make photographs evok-
ing architectural spaces. In this casc, the
accompanying photographs were simply
stills From the flm, and Cotimgham
seemed less mvested m the narvel of hie-

Keith Collingham, Sequence A (Frame No. 7770} from Srowdh, 2007,
C-print, 387" x 68", Ronald Feldman Fine Arls.

tion sl than in the zap berween the
sl and slow amd the big and st
while the llm appears o caplure scencs
of microscopic Nife, il goes on 1o suggest
i world of viast, cosmic propaortions,
Mavbe this theme s well womn, vet, com-

posed as elegantly as it was heee, the Tilm
delivercd a reminder of human Frailty.
—Maorgan Faleoner

Keith Cottingham

Ronald Feldman Fine Arts

Crronwtlt wos the title and also, ot first
glanee, the theme of the short ilm ot the
center of this clever show by Keith Cot-
tngham, Al the outset of the film two
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