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Once, the definition was quite clear: an image created through the photo-
mechanical process of exposing film o light, then processing the film to create
a photographic print. Creating a photographic image without a subject was
simply not possible; although the Photo-Realist painters of the 1960s
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closer inspection uncovered their true nawre. Today, computer programs are
;111':: [ Creale ilﬂ:tgcs l:|‘|;ll :lPPL':Lr P|1(}l:{151':lp|11'c, 11|thr‘.-1.1‘55h thc}' 11:1\*1.: no rrue
“subject.” And, because they are composed of the same “stuff” as digital photo-
gruphs—h[nal}r f.|igit:|.| informatiton—it 1s more difficult to c.hstinguish the
two. Early attempts at computer modeling were quite crude, but recent
advances in hardware and software have been able to ereate images that are

indistunguwishable from photographs taken with a camera.
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REITH COTTINGHAM, UNTITLED (TRIPLE) FROM THE SERIES FICTITIOUS PORTRAITS, 1993 DIGITALLY CONSTRUCTED PHOTOGRAPH, &5 X 38 BNCHES, Courteiy
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“Theargh choaked in photographac sealicy, che somcs Fectiteous Poatrains have no acoual modcls: rather, they are Schecs who have no reach boyond the two-dinen-
ssnal, B their very appearance in photographs comanos ws 1o beliove that they oxast in the world a3 we do. The anifice in thas is Lad bare as the maore cline-
Ty thee ficaive figurcs are scrutinizod, the more thoy begin tovisually deconstiuct. They mimic and contradict at once the voracny of phatographic rcalin.”
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